®

ANNUAL Sol’'s ARC

| REPORT

2022-23

EVERY CHILD LERRNS, EVERY ADULT ERRNS




TABLE OF CONTENTS

F ’f"_\\
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ABOUT SOL'S ARC %fdf
OUR IMPACT
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION @
o
APP-BASED SCREENING TOOL o

URBAN EMPLOYMENT

RURAL LIVELIHOOD

OUR BOARD §‘

OUR PARTNERS

OUR FINANCIALS




EXHECUTIVE SUMMARY

While we continue our journey toward making society more inclusive, we have
achieved significant milestones. Sol's ARC is working for children in Sierra Leone,
Africa. Along with the existing Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh Government
Partnerships, we have partnered with the Nagaland Government, expanding
our reach in another state.

We trained Government School teachers in Madhya Pradesh so that Universal
Design Learning can be implemented in Government schools and education
can become more inclusive. In Tamil Nadu, we are focusing on key interventions
like Universal screening, Capacity Building, Accessible learning materials, efc.,
which contribute directly towards the benefits of children with special needs in
the state.

More than 100 young adults from Sol's ARC and partner NGOs have finished
month-long internships with our e-commerce partner, and 42 young adults are
now working full-fime. On the rural front, PWDs in Mujkuva, Gujarat, are now
receiving the benefits of the schemes they are eligible for and learning how to
generate a livelihood for themselves. While we expand our wings more, all these
achievements would not have been possible without the support of our donors,
partners, parents and students. With continued support, we aim to reach 10
million children by 2025.

Warm regards,

SONALI SAINI
FOUNDER, SOL'S ARC




ABOUT SOL'S ARC

Sol's ARC is a registered NGO that has been working in the space of inclusion
since the past 20 years. We work with the most marginalised group of individuals,
those who have disabilities, mental iliness, critical illness or are violence affected
to ensure they have equitable access to education and economic opportuni-
ties. Through a lifespan approach we work towards our vision- Every Child
Learns, Every Adult Earns.

From working directly with individuals on margins fo then partnering with some of
India's leading NGO's like Educate Girls, Teach for India etc. we now work at a
systemic level through our partnerships with two state Governments , Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Our growth over the last 6 years has helped us grow
from a few thousand individuals to now a reach of over 4 million beneficiaries. .
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > PROJECT SAMAVESH

PROJECT SAMAVESH

Sol's ARC continued its work as Project Management Unit (PMU) and Technical
parfner with the Inclusive Education department for children with special
needs(CWSN).Our model involves directly working in 3 districts while taking the
learnings for implementation in the entire state. We have designed solutions for
early identification of children aft risk for health, nutrition and disability through
screening app.adapted FLN curriculum and assessments for improving learning
outcomes and improving school ecosystems by building capacity of feachers

and special educators across the state.
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > PROJECT SAMAVESH

TESTIMONIHL Before, we were not able to

identify her level, because we did
no have d proper assessment. But
through progressive assessments,
we are able to follow up on her.
Her worksheet helps me to
understand where exactly she
gets stuck.

Maliiga ,Teacher at Panchayat
Union Middle School

The enrichment workbook is very useful
to our speciat children in the school.

| believe the book supports special
children and eliminates their learning
lags. | thank the Sol's ARC staff for
supporting us.

On children's day 14th November 2022, the state
government education department conducted
an Oath ceremony fo support the inclusion of
CWSN in schools. This was led by the Education
minister of Tamil Nadu and then was taken by
every school in the state on Children's Day.




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > MISSION ANKUR

MISSION ANKUR

Sols ARC started its role as Technical partner for Literacy in madhyapradesh this
year to ensure that every student achieves Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN). The program focuses on providing an inclusive learning
curriculum for teachers and students from Grades 1 to 3. Sol's ARC has
developed a multi-grade teacher guide student workbooks and also trained
teachers for implementation in the classroom
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NCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > MISSION ANKUR

TESTIMONIAL

Rashmi Khare, a District resource group representative from
Katni district, was a part of the cascade level trainings
conducted in the state for building the capacity of the
teachers. She found the experiential fraining format
incredibly helpful as it was 70% participant-driven. The
multigrade lesson plans helps us to save time in planning as
well as helps us cater to individual students according to
their needs. The lesson plan provides a balance of rigidity
of end goals for students as and flexibility for teacher to
achieve that goal in their own way.

Rashmi Khare- A district resource group
representafive in Madhya Pradesh




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > KIZAZI PROJECT

KIZAZI PROJECT

Sol's ARC is working with the National Youth Awareness Forum and Kizazi by
designing and developing social-emotional learning infegrated Math curriculum
materials for upper and lower levels primary schools in Sierra Leone. We have
developed curriculum framewaorks for grades. We also have delivered work-
sheets, practice worksheets, assessments and lesson plans. This partnership has
impacted the lives of more than 700 students in Sierra Leone, West Africa.




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM > NGO PARTNERSHIPS

NGO PARTNERSHIPS

Sols ARC partnered with various NGOs across the country to design and execute
innovative learning solutions for children belonging to different vulnerable
groups such as urbadn low income geographies, and children with critical illness.

* HAPPY FEET () MUMBALINDIA
Happy feet is a NGO founded in 2014 to create a world
where every child who needs palliative care gets the
/\ nurture, nourishment and support to lead a happy and
“aPPy < . empowered life.Children with critical illness i.e HIV AIDS,

Thalessemia etc remain excluded from learning due to
absenteeism trauma and stigma. This incubation lab
aims to help us build an understanding of the
challenges this group faces and building policy and
learning solutions for them.

AKANSHA FOUNDATION ) MuMBAL PUNE & NAGPUR

Sol's ARC worked with Akanksha Foundation to provide
AKANKSHA € -~~~ curiculum materials and also train teachers on the
Assoe Adhvave. 8o P4 Crarge . Universal Design of learning (UDL) and mathematical
. pedagogical approach.

TEACH FOR INDIA () MuLTIPLE CITIES
Sols ARC continued its partnership with Teach for
TEM:"FURINDM_ """ India,an NGO working in urban low income schools

. across 8 cities by providing Baseline, midline and endline
e assessments for the year.
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > APP BASED TOOL

APP BASED TOOL
PROBLEM
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > APP BASED TOOL > PROJECT SAMAVESH

PROJECT SAMAVESH

One of our important intferventions is early identification of students at risk for
disability through the use of the screening app. Tamil Nadu government inte-
grated our app-based soluticn in their EMIS which has helped the State screen
all students at risk for disability, health and nutrition. The screened students are
then re-assessed to provide further support services. The team also conducted
multiple frainings for teachers and special educators for building capacity.
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > APP BASED TOOL > PROJECT SAMAVESH

TESTIMONIAL

The app is new and unique that not only help CWSN but
other children too! We have learnt that these children
shouldn't be excluded as they have skills and are entitled
to many schemes that we have learnt today.The games
conducted during the fraining were exciting,

— Ms Suhasini, Panchayat Union Middle School Teacher,
Marakkanam block- Villupuram District.




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > APP BASED TOOL > B.M.C.

BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (B.M.C.)

A 2 day training on the app was conducted with special educators from B.M.C.,
Mumbadai on the usage and features of the app. BMC Special educators from
each of the 12 URC centers participated in the training, along with two depart-
ment officers. All attendees have over a decade of experience working closely
with schools and students with special needs.
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATICN > APP BASED TOOL

TESTIMONIALS FROM THE SPECIAL EDUCATORS

“I was extremely impressed by today's workshop.

The App Based Screening tool will be of great assistance
as it will easily help us fo screen the children with special needs.
Today's workshop also gave us a perspective on how children
hovfng_in’réllec’ruc:l disabllities can lead an independent life."”

Ms Rajni Rajpuf
Special Educator, BMC




INCLUSIVE EDUCATION > APP BASED TOOL

UNIQUE DISABILITY IDENTITY CARD CUDID)

REGISTRATION ACROSS

1100 SCHOOLS

‘Unique ID for Persons with Disabilities’ project is being implemented with a view of
creating a National Database for PwDs, and to issue a Unique Disability Identity Card to
each person with disabilities.

UDID helps persons with disabilities to get access to Government schemes and other benefits.
In February 2023; our team collaborated with Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC)
and set up registration camps across BMC schools in Mumbai.

Due fo these.camps, we registered 821 students on the portal for UDID.
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ECONOMIC EMFOWERMENT > URBAN EMPLOYMENT

URBAN EMPLOYMENT
PROBLEM
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ECONOMIC EMFOWERMENT > URBAN EMPLOYMENT

TESTIMONIAL -

Khushi was diagnosed with Intellectual Disability and strug-
gled through her school years fill she came to Sol's ARC.

She blossomed as she completed her Grade 10 and enrolled
in the retail course certified by sector council. She interned at
Amazon and got selected for placement in Mumbai.

She now draws a salary of “12000 for working part time and
has transformed into a very confident girl who now supports
her family. Her dreams, which at one time seemed

far- fetched have turned into reality.

Khushi Thakker-
A young adult from the
Urban Employment program




ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT > APP BASED SOLUTIONS

RURAL LIVELIHOOD
PROBLEM
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ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT > APP BASED TOOL > RURAL LIVELIHOOD

TESTIMONIAL

Sol's ARC has played a crucial role in Vikram's life through
its interventions. They assisted in obtaining a renewed
Disability Certificate and a UDID card for him. Moreover,
they facilitated the opening of a bank account for Vikram
as part of the Access to Finance Initiative. Under the social
security scheme component, Vikram was provided with a
bus pass, making it easier for him to explore work
oppeortunities outside the village.

Rakesh Rathod ( name changed), a 26-year-old male
from Mujkuva village, has been living with Intellectual
Disability since childhood. Despite not receiving formal
education, Vikram actively contributes o household
income by assisting his brother in agricultural work and
occasionally taking on cleaning jobs in the village.

Ms Rajni Rajput
Speciol Educator, BMC
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